
On October 2nd and 3rd, the Lower 
Grand Coulee Chapter was privileged 
to host members and friends of the Ice 
Age Floods Institute in Soap Lake for 
the 2009 IAFI Fall Meeting and Tour.  
On the 2nd, the IAFI Board of 
Directors meeting was held at Don’s 
Restaurant. That evening, the Annual 
Membership Meeting was called to 
order by IAFI Pres ident Gary 
Kleinknecht in the Masquers’ Theater.  
Following the meeting, Mr. Ron Hall of 
Spokane presented a program about 
using Google Earth for planning day 
trips along the Ice-Age Floods Trail.  
With everything live on the 
large screen in the theater, 
the program was very 
effective, and attendees 
learned about the many 
features available to users 
of Google Earth.  Following 
Ron Hall’s presentation, a 
s h o r t v i d e o e n t i t l e d , 
“Deser t Garden” was 
shown that tells about the 
history and expanse of the 
Columbia Basin Project. 

All  but one of the attendees came from 
western Montana, Idaho, Washington 
and Oregon. Nancy Turner was 
recognized for traveling the greatest 
distance from her home in Mount 
Desert, Maine. Nancy drove the round 
trip in her car.

The next morning, 80 IAFI members 
and friends boarded two motor 
coaches with three tour guides, 
geologists Brent Cunderla, Gene Kiver 
and Greg Behrens. The first stop was 
at the Lake Lenore Caves where we 
learned about how the floods eroded 
the coulee and viewed the 1300-foot 
flood-eroded wall  on the west side of 
the coulee.

The next stop was at the ice-age 
floods icon of the Grand Coulee, the 
Dry Falls and the State Park’s 
Interpretive Center.  We learned about 
how the waterfall  receded upstream 
during each flood as the basalt layers 
were eroded, and we viewed the 
plunge-pool lakes at the bottom of the 
400-foot cataract. After re-boarding the 
motor coaches, a short stop was made 
at the US Highway 2 overlook to view 
Banks Lake and the mouth of the 
Upper Grand Coulee, the Dry Falls 
cataract complex, the scablands and 
the Hartline Basin.

Travel ing north 
on Highway 17, 
t h e n w e s t o n 
Highway 172, a 
stop was made to 
learn about the 
glacial deposits 
and the unique 
d e p o s i t i o n a l 
deposits known as 
“ e s k e r s ” a n d 
“ k a m e s . ” A l s o , 
many “haystack 

rocks” can be seen across the 
Waterville Plateau.  We continued to 
the Crown Point Vista which overlooks 
the Grand Coulee Dam. 

After lunch we traveled to Northrup 
Canyon with views of Steamboat Rock 
on the way. We continued south 
through Coulee City to Summer Falls 
Park at the head end of Billy Clap 
Lake. From Summer Falls, we traveled 
through Dry Coulee to the formerly 
important train town of Adrian, then 
west and south through deposited 
boulders and gravels to Rocky Ford 
Creek and the Ephrata Fan with its 
mix of rounded granite and angular 
basalt boulders.  Stopping at the flood 

transported Monster Rock, we learned 
about this basalt rock, estimated to 
weigh over 1500 tons, and the Ephrata 
Fan containing outwash from the 
Grand Coulee. We returned to Soap 
Lake in a light rain and concluded the 
2009 Fall Tour.

Saturday evening, a reception was 
held at the Soap Lake Art Museum to 
view paintings created by Mr. John G. 
Rankin of Ritzville WA.  Among the art 
work was the original IAFI Logo on 
canvas created by John Rankin.  This 
Logo art work is now in the possession 
of the Lower Grand Coulee Chapter.

Soap Lake proved to be a great host 
town for this event, and fun was had 
by all!  Some copies of the 2009 Tour 
Guide (in color) are available for sale 
at $12 each.  Add $3 for shipping.  
Please contact John Moody at 
509-750-1072.
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For an example of what can be added to Google Earth, go to
http://sketchup.google.com/3dwarehouse/details?mid=415a1f0a82c039d79b66636bb38ab8d
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Big Event Partner Displays
T h e 2 0 1 0 C o u l e e C o r r i d o r 
Consortium Big Event, Byway Idol, 
is just around the corner. The CCC 
is currently reserving space for 
partner displays. If you would like 
to have a partner display at the 
March 6, 2010 event please 
contact Corinne Isaak via email 
today! (southpaw@accima.com)

HAPPY TRAILS TO YOU!
By Tim Alling

I would like to share with you some 
great things happening along the 
Coulee Corridor National Scenic 
Byway and update you on some other 
information.  The WSDOT 2010-2030 
Transportation Plan is progressing and 
the CCNSB is staying involved, along 
with every other Byway in Washington 
State. Clearly, byways do have a voice 
in this plan and are not forgotten. This 
has been a real grassroots effort.  Stay 
tuned and stay involved.  

BY WAYt h eBY WAY

The Coulee Corridor Consortium is a 501 c 6, non-profit organization. Annual Memberships cost the following... Individual $15 
~Family $25 ~Business $50. Funds raised are used to promote tourism along the byway. Let's collaborate in an effort to increase 
the knowledge of our history, recreational opportunities, scenery, and culture along the Coulee Corridor National Scenic Byway.

One of the items of importance that is 
surfacing is accessibility. What Is 
accessibility? What do we mean when 
we say "accessible"? If something is 
accessible—a building, an interpretive 
exhibit, a trail or a program—then it 
meets legal minimal  standards for 
compliance when addressing the 
needs of people with disabilities. 
Accessibility standards come from 
federal legislation such as the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), 
the Architectural Barriers Act (1968), 
and the Rehabilitation Act (1973). 
Programs funded by Federal  dollars 
must meet the legal mandate of being 
integrated and accessible.  One area 
the Coulee Corridor is encouraging 
partners and incorporating into our 

projects is accessibility. The newly 
installed interpretive panels at Lake 
Lenore (2003 NSB Grant Project), along 
with the approximately 1000-foot long 
packed gravel trail to the interpretive 
panels at the Alkali  Lake Wildlife 
Overlook (see above). Also, in Coulee 
City, the Kate Thompson Memorial  Trail 
(see left), featuring an asphalt surface.  
This trail winds north from the east side 
of the Coulee City Community Park along 
Banks Lake for a mile, with restrooms 
near the trailhead. If you have not visited 
these trails, you might plan a family 
outing for next spring to one or both of 
these sites.  What a great opportunity to 
get some exercise, experience nature, 
and have a family adventure.Kate Thompson Memorial Trail, Coulee City
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