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O f f i c i a l  N e w s l e t t e r  o f  t h e  C o u l e e  C o r r i d o r

Co n t a c t  I n f o rm a t i o n

D ow n  t h e  R o a d

C o n s o r t i u m  O f f i c e r sCoulee Corridor's Inviting Itinerary

Located roughly 4 miles northwest of Othello, 
the refuge includes hiking trails, wildlife 

viewing, and bird watching areas. Composed 
primarily of scabland basalt topography, the combination of marshes, grassy 
uplands, and hidden canyons appeal  to visitors of all  ages. The refuge is also 
noted for the Drumheller Channels Nat'l Natural Landmark, which offers an 
example of the changes wrought by the Ice Age floods. 

Soap Lake is unlike any other lake in the 
Coulee Corridor. The water's rich mineral 

content and slick black mud were once 
believed to offer treatments for a variety of ailments & diseases. Today, many 
people still visit the beach area to bathe in the waters, while others use the area as 
a sightseeing platform for shorebirds and other native fowl.

Providing sweeping views of the lower 
Grand Coulee, these caves are also some of 

the most unique caverns in the world. They 
were formed by a combination of water erosion and basalt rock flaking. These 
geologic wonders also provide a cultural backdrop for the movement of ancient 
tribes who traveled through the area. Some of the hiking can be quite strenuous 
and can take up to a few hours to fully complete. However, the views of the Grand 
Coulee are well  worth the effort. If a long hike isn't your idea of fun, you can take in 
the newly installed interpretive panels and watch for birds and wildlife from an 
overlook of neighboring Lake Lenore and Alkali Lake.

The Dry Falls are one of the crown 
jewels of the Coulee Corridor. Imagine a 

waterfall 3.5 miles wide and 400 feet tall 
and you will  begin to grasp the shear magnitude that was the Ice Age Floods. The 
Dry Falls Visitor Center is operated by the State Park Department, offering 
information on the geological  sights throughout the area and providing a gift shop 
open during the summer months. In addition, great views of the stark cliffs of Dry 
Falls are also visible from this center.                            > > Continued on back > >

1 Columbia National Wildlife Refuge

2 Soap Lake

3 Lake Lenore Caves

4 Dry Falls & Visitor Center

As the summer days seem to slip away and the fall air starts to greet us, 
I couldn't think of  a better time to hop into the car and take a scenic 
drive along the Coulee Corridor.  September is such a beautiful month 
along the byway, and I encourage you to use the inviting itinerary in this 
Byway Beat to be your guide.  I also hope you will pass this itinerary 
along to a friend or family member.  Before the short days of winter set 
in, please take time to experience the majestic beauty that unfolds as 
you travel the Coulee Corridor. Happy Scenic Driving!!
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Designated a National 
Natural Landmark in 1965, 

t h e G r a n d C o u l e e 
stretches from Grand Coulee Dam to Soap Lake and features 
landscapes left by the Ice Age Floods. The Coulee is a huge part of 
the Ice Age Floods National  Geologic Trail, the first National 
Geologic Trail in the world. Areas of note include Million Dollar Mile 
and Steamboat Rock State Park. 

The Grand Coulee Dam 
offers one of the best 

opportunities for learning 
about the local history and geology. The Visitor Arrival Center is a 
great place to start your exploration, as it offers information on area 
tours, activities, and hiking trails. From scenic overlooks and an 
elevator tour to city parks and the world's largest laser lite show 
runs nightly Memorial  weekend to September 30, there are many 
ways to expand your knowledge and stretch your legs.

S i t u a t e d b e t w e e n 
Nespelem and Omak, this 

beautiful  pass reaches a 
maximum elevation of 3,252 feet. In addition to the breathtaking 
views, its primary feature is the 18-foot tall Sasquatch statue 
created by local artist and Colville Tribe member Smoker Marchand, 
the sculpture captures the spirit of the area and offers a scenic stop 
along the Corridor.

A F r e n c h p r i e s t 
established the St. Mary’s 

Mission at the request of 
Chief Smitkin in 1886. From a single log cabin, St. Mary’s grew into 
a junior college complete with dormitories, hospital, & museum. 
Today, the old Mission building stand in front of newly constructed 
school  facilities and is known as Pascal Sherman Indian School – 
the only Indian boarding school in Washington State.

The Coulee Corridor Consortium is a 501 c 6, non-profit organization. Annual Memberships cost the following... Individual $15 
~Family $25 ~Business $50. Funds raised are used to promote tourism along the byway. Let's collaborate in an effort to increase 
the knowledge of our history, recreational opportunities, scenery, and culture along the Coulee Corridor National Scenic Byway.

5 The Grand Coulee

6 Grand Coulee Dam

7 Sasquatch at Disautel Pass

8 St. Mary's Mission / PSIS

There are many great 
places to stay overnight 
a l o n g t h e C o u l e e 
Corridor. No matter what 

type of accommodations you are looking for, 
hotels, campgrounds & RV parks, bed & 
breakfasts or anything in-between, you can find 
a great place to rest. For a full list go to our 
w e b s i t e ' s l o d g i n g g u i d e a t 
www.couleecorridor.com/lodging.htm

Lodging

T h e  G rand  Cou l e e


